
 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Calendar of Events 

  

   1 Spirit Day 

   1 Interim Grades 4-5 

 Access thru Schoology 

   5 Parent Workshops 

(Virtual) 6:00-7:30 PM 

  8 Kona Ice 3:45 PM 

 12 PTA Meeting (Virtual) 

6:00-7:00 PM 

 14  Virtual Generations Day 

 15   Schools Closed for     

   Students 

 15  PD for Teachers 

 19  School Improvement     

   Team 4:00 PM (Virtual) 

25-29  Red Ribbon Week 

 29  PTA Parent Breakfast    

  8:45-9:15 AM 

 29  Halloween Parade  

   9:15 AM  

 

   4 Picture Day 

   5 Peacemaker House Party 

 Spirit Day 

   5 3-Hour Early Dismissal  

 1st Marking Period Ends 

   9 PTA Meeting (Virtual) 

6:00-7:00 PM 

15-19 American Education 

Week  (Virtual) 

   22 Report Card Distribution 

   23 Holiday Greens  

 Distribution 

   24 Conference Day 

 Schools Closed for  

 Students 

25-26 Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

October 2021 

 Rodgers Forge Chronicles 
RFES empowers all students to be lifelong learners who are committed to academic     

excellence and global citizenships. 

Dear Rodgers Forge Families,  

The wonderful tradition of Pinwheels for Peace returned this year! With pinwheels 

in hand, students paraded to share their commitment to being a Peacemaker before 

they assembled with their grade level during special areas in the shape of peace 

signs.  In the Pinwheels for Peace ceremony, one student from each Peacemaker 

House shared what it means to “Be Kind” to others.  The day concluded with the 

Ice Cream Social.  A delicious ending to the day thanks to the RFES PTA.  

You may have noticed that a portion of our playground equipment is unusable. I am 

excited to share that we will be getting new sliding boards!  Unfortunately, they 

may take 6-8 weeks to arrive and be installed.  We are sorry for any inconvenience.  

It was wonderful to welcome back the 6th grade RFES alumni for the traditional Yearbook Signing!  All 

students that purchased the 2020-2021 book of memories were treated to a wonderful collection of photos 

that captured a school year like none other! Thanks again RFES PTA!  

Grades 4 and 5 completed the MCAP assessment and right around the corner students in 1st-5th will take the 

on-line MAP assessment in math and reading.  This data will assist teachers in planning a responsive 

instructional program for each student. Students will take the MAP assessment again in the winter to 

determine if they met their projected rate of academic growth.   

Tuesday, October 5th, we will offer Virtual Informational Workshops on Schoology/Digital Tools, Number 

Corner/Bridges Math, Character Education, Creating Lifelong Readers, Organizational Tips, and the Passport 

Spanish Program. Parents can select three of the six 25 minute sessions led by RFES staff.  The evening 

begins at 6:00. Log into meet.google.com using your child’s credentials to join us virtually.  Later in the month 

we are looking forward to welcoming many visitors virtually on Thursday, October 14th for Generations Day!  

This RFES tradition is a very special day for our students, as well as our teachers, we are so pleased we can 

still host this event virtually.  More information about times and how special guests can log in will be 

forthcoming.   

The Wickedly Wonderful tradition is back, the……. Halloween Parade!  We hope to see many 

parents, families, and friends along our route the morning of October 29th.  The socially distanced fun begins 

at 8:45 with a “Wicked Good Time” PTA sponsored parent get-together, complete with coffee and baked 

goodies for those who arrive early to watch the procession at 9:15.  Please remember to submit the permission 

slip for the Halloween Parade so your child can participate. A hard copy of the permission slip will go home with 

students and there is also a copy in the Chronicles.  Students will be required to wear a mask and distance  

when parading. I wonder what the teachers will dress up as this year??  

For more exciting RFES news and events, like our Facebook page or follow me on Twitter @missyfanshaw. 

 

#RFESStrong 

 

Missy Fanshaw 

Principal 
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If you wish to volunteer this year, you can now click the link below to complete the required 

Volunteer Orientation and Coronavirus Prevention Principles Training.    
  

https://cos.bcps.org/departments/communications/family_and_community_engagement/b_c_p_s_vol

unteers   

  

Once completed, please drop off your Volunteer Application and 2 training certificates at 

school or send them to Ms. Wilson, Administrative Assistant, at lwilson9@bcps.org.  

Additionally, you will need to provide proof that you have been vaccinated. After your 

documentation has been processed for approval, Ms. Wilson will notify teachers you have 

been cleared to assist at school.   

  

Please note that teachers have been advised to minimize the number of volunteers in their 

classroom this year because of social distancing.   

VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

FORE!   Math Masters is back! 

Who: All RFES students 

What:  RFES Math Masters is a program aligned with the School 

Progress Plan to help students master basic math facts.  As 

students reach success with each hole, they will add their 

names to the RFES golf course mural.   

Where: In every classroom across 

the course 

When: All year long 

Why: To improve basic math facts 
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WE ARE PEACEMAKERS!  
OCTOBER VIRTUE  

In the month of October, we will be working on the virtue of honor.  Honor means “living by the virtues, 

showing great respect for yourself, other people, and the rules you live by.  When you are honorable, you 

keep your word.  You do the right thing regardless of what others are doing.  Honor is a path of integrity." 

 

MAGNET SCHOOLS 

Below you will find information dates pertaining to applying to the middle school’s magnet programs for our 

current 5th grade students.   

• October 2021 Magnet Showcase Events (details in online brochure) 

• November 5 – Application DEADLINE 1 p.m. 

 

OCTOBER LESSONS   

                  

During October, classroom lessons will address the topic of bullying.  One of the most common observations 

school counselors, teachers, and administrators notice is the misuse and misunderstanding of the word 

bullying by students and adults.  There is a difference between peer conflict and bullying.   
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The Importance of Being an Upstander    

Oftentimes, all it takes if for one student who has witnessed an incent of bullying to stand up for the victim for 

the bullying to stop.  We want to reinforce with our students not only “If you see something, say something” 

but also “If you see something, DO something.”  One small act of kindness can have many positive effects! 

 

 

 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS REFERRAL PROCESS – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

I wanted to provide some information on private school referrals. For those of you who are interested in 
having your child  apply to a private school, I will be responsible for processing records and referrals for our 
students. The procedures below must be adhered to in order for the application process to be most efficient.  
These steps will also help expedite the application process for you and your child. 

• Please submit the application and the permission to release information forms to Mrs. Ludwig 
for processing (do not give the form directly to your child’s teacher).  The Common Referral 
Form is not to be completed by our staff until after December 1st.  This referral form is sent 
with your student’s academic transcript so that the private school receives one complete 
packet of information. 

• After December 1st, your student’s teachers will complete the Common Referral Form, which is 
a confidential document used by most private schools.  This form requests information about 
academic ability, classroom performance, school behavior, and personal abilities.   

• Please include a $5.00 check made payable to Rodgers Forge Elementary.  This fee will cover 
the cost of duplicating records, the large mailing envelope, and postage to mail the completed 
application (please do not send stamped envelopes.  

• Please be patient.  Allow at least two weeks for our staff to process your application package. 

• In order to ensure that your application is to the private school by the appropriate deadline (for 
most schools that is January 9th or 15th), please send in your request by December 16th.  All 
requests that are turned in after December 16th cannot be guaranteed to be sent out by 
January 15th. 

 

 

 

Lisa Ludwig, NCC     
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From the Health Suite:  

 

Happy Fall! Thank you for your cooperation and understanding with the numerous health 

and safety procedures! The teamwork between our school and community are truly helping 

to keep our students as healthy as possible! Please continue to keep your children home if 

they are not feeling well, have been identified as a close contact, have tested positive or are 

awaiting COVID test results. 

 

 

 

The Baltimore County Health Department will be at RFES on November 1st, 2nd, and 3rd to 

conduct Hearing & Vision screenings for those students in Kindergarten, 1st and 4th grades.  

The screening process is non-invasive and very simple.  If your child typically wears glasses, 

please make sure they bring them to school during the screening dates.  If you do NOT want 

your child to be screened, please send me an email with their name and grade.  My email is 

lhouse@bcps.org.  I will take them off the list.  There will be a re-screening on November 

23rd, for any students who were absent or need another try.  Parents will be notified by a 

letter, completed by the Health Department technician reporting pass/fail results.  If you 

have further questions, please call or email me! 
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From the Health Suite: 

The Baltimore County Health Department will be offering free flu vaccines on October 16th 

and October 17th. Please use this link to find a location near you and to make an 

appointment.  

https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/health/resources/flu.html 

 

Lastly, we are in need of smaller sized, gently used clothes for the health suite.  Specifically, 

if you have sizes 4, 5, 6, 7 pants/leggings and tops, that would be super helpful! Donations 

for both boys and girls please!  Accidents/spills/falls happen to the best of us and it makes 

the children feel more comfortable if they can change into something that fits.  

 

I hope you and your families enjoy the beautiful fall weather and all the fun that goes along 

with it!   

Leah House, RN 

School Nurse 
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Generations Day -- October 14, 2021 

The RFES tradition continues!  Generations Day will be back during this year on 

Thursday, October 14th.  This special day is an opportunity for grandparents, other 

relatives or family friends to see your children hard at work.  This year, the event will be 

virtual and will take place in Google Meet.   

Each classroom teacher will select a 30-minute session that will be designated for 

visitors.  Please note that because of the Google Meet format, there is no longer a need to 

RSVP to the event.  Instead, teachers will send an email to the parents from their 

homeroom, 10 minutes before the start of the session, with the information necessary for 

special guests to join the Google Meet.  Parents will then need to quickly forward this 

unique link to the visitor(s) in order for them to gain access to the session. 

 While things may look a bit different this year, we still look forward to welcoming 

our students’ special guests and allowing them to take a peek at our in-person learning. 

More information will be coming in an email directly from your child’s teacher! 

Please note that this event is for Grandparents or other “special guests”.  Parents 

will be invited to join students virtually during American Education Week in November.  

Details will be shared in the November Chronicles.   
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Our first Peacemaker House Party was a huge success! It was wonderful to 

see the excitement from students and staff, as our Peacemaker rainbow 

was reunited in person! Students were able to introduce themselves to new 

house members during our outside celebration! We heard lots of cheering as 

students learned how many points their houses are starting out with this 

year! Students also participated in activities during special areas to focus 

on the virtues of respect and responsibility. Our next house party will be on 

Friday, November 5th and we will be learning about the virtue of 

friendliness! Be sure to ask your child ways they can be a good friend while 

at school!  

 

 

On September 24th, our school participated in our annual Pinwheels for 

Peace celebration! Students paraded around the building, marching with 

their pinwheels, as we united in our dedication to be a kind and peaceful 

school. Students shared what kindness means to them. The beautiful 

pinwheels were on display on our front lawn! It was a successful 

celebration for all! 

 

We are currently planning our Swag Shop, which will take place in 

November. Students will be able to purchase items and experiences, using 

their Rodger bucks. Stay tuned for more information! 
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October Green School Minute 

RFES is Keeping It Green! 

Did you know RFES is a Green School, certified through MAEOE?  

We first got our certification in 2018, after a year of documenting our 

school efforts to go green.  In 2022 we will work to renew this 

certification.   

The three main categories we address to renew our Green 

School certification are Systemic Sustainability, Student-Driven 

Sustainability, and Community Partnerships, Awards, and Special 

Recognition.   

Our systemic sustainability is supported through teaching our 

BCPS science curriculum, teacher professional development, and 

school-wide events and celebrations. 

One way we complete the student-driven sustainability 

requirements is through our Green School Council.  This council 

consists of 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students interested in making a 

difference in our school and community.  This year we had 42 

students request to join this team!  We will be working on water, 

energy, and waste reduction.  We will also work on habitat 

restoration.  Soon BCPS will have dead trees removed from our 

property, so we will be planning for tree-planting as soon as we can. 

Community is an important part of this equation as well.  

Although this is an important part of our RFES community, many of 

these goals are on hold due to the pandemic and limited 

opportunities.  We always appreciate your positive support! 

You can visit the MAEOE website if you would like to learn more 

about this program:  https://maeoe.org/green-schools-and-green-

centers/green-schools-program  

Thanks for helping RFES Keep it Green! 
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The RFES Equity Committee will be spotlighting several holidays from around the 

world each month on the school’s morning announcements and in the monthly 

Chronicles. If your child has a special family tradition or holiday that they would like to 

share about on the morning announcements, encourage your child to speak to their 

homeroom teacher during their morning meeting time to arrange a time to share. 

Our September announcements focused on the Jewish holidays of Rosh Hashanah 

and Yom Kippur. Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year. People go to synagogue and 

say prayers for the new year. They hear the shofar being blown. They may get together 

with family for meals the night before and during the day of the holiday. They eat 

apples and honey and round challah. Rosh Hashanah means "Head of the New 

Year." Yom Kippur is the "Day of Atonement". Jewish people fast (don't eat from 

sundown to sunup) and repent (say sorry) for any sins that they may have done 

throughout the year. They apologize to people who they may have wronged. Many 

spend their day in synagogue praying. At the end of the day, they blow the shofar and 

when people hear the sound, they know the fast is complete. Families get together for a 

meal before the fast begins and then break the fast when Yom Kippur is over. 

If your child would like to learn more about Judaism, look for these titles in the 

RFES library: 

 

October is Hispanic Heritage month!  

The Equity committee is super excited to spotlight a very important leader for Latinx 

people around our country! Have you ever heard of Cesar Chavez? He was a Mexican- 

American migrant farm laborer who dedicated his life to improving the working 

conditions of migrant farm workers. Migrant farm laborers are workers who pick fruits 

and vegetables by traveling from farm to farm, picking the foods when they are ripe 

and ready to harvest. Migrant farm workers were solely responsible for keeping our  
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tables full of fresh fruits and vegetables across the United States. This was and still is an 

extremely important and valuable job! Up until Cesar Chavez came along and led the 

way for farm worker reform by creating The United Farm Workers Union, farm 

workers lived in horrible conditions!  Farmers lived in such poverty they did not have 

food to eat or running water. Migrant workers were exposed to many harmful 

pesticides used on our crops. Cesar Chavez fought for change and for better working 

conditions for his people. He organized the farm workers into their own union so they 

would have a stronger voice and could speak up to fight for human rights, better living 

wages, and safer working conditions for all migrant farm laborers and their families. 

Just like Martin Luther King Jr., Cesar Chavez fought for his cause using non-violent 

methods like, protests, marches, fasts, and boycotts. If you want to find out more about 

Cesar Chavez, you can check out one of these awesome books from our school library 

or visit some of our digital content resources or the internet: 

 

Visit NPR on-line at https://www.npr.org/2016/08/02/488428577/cesar-chavez-the-life-

behind-a-legacy-of-farm-labor-rights 

Pebble Go:  

 

Our Tumble Book Library has books in Spanish! 
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 Rodgers Forge is excited to announce a new 

student club for 4th and 5th graders:  

Black Excellence Program 

What:  

Formerly known as the Black Saga Program, Black Excellence: The BE Program is 

an extracurricular event that will engage students in the people, places, and events 

that have been important throughout the African American experience. This 

program provides a forum for students to showcase how much they know about 

this critical part of American history while celebrating African American 

achievements. 

The celebration will have three key components during the 2021-2022 school year. 

Each component will enrich student experiences as they learn about the people, 

places, and events within the African American experience. Students will have the 

opportunity to assess their knowledge of the African American experience through 

a book study, a school-based competition, and develop a presentation that can be 

shown in our school community. 

When: 

The club will meet on Friday mornings from 8:00-8:45 beginning October 22nd and 

ending in February with our school-based competition. 

Who: 

The BE Program is open to fourth and fifth graders and will be led by Mrs. Lee 

and Ms. Burgner-Hannum. 

 

Registration forms will be distributed to interested students the first week of 

October.  Please return forms by October 14th to your homeroom teacher.  For 

additional questions, you can contact Mrs. Lee at slee5@bcps.org or Ms. Burgner-

Hannum at eburgnerhannum@bcps.org.  
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October Library Update! 

 
Hello everyone, from the place filled with the best spooky books in all the land, 

the Rodgers Forge library! Welcome to one of the most fun and exciting months 

of the  school year, and one filled with more great library units and lessons in 

our awesome library! Check out the bookshelves with some of the new books 

that arrived last month! 

  

These are some pictures of our “ocean-themed” library displays as we “swim 

together” into a new year! Each week, your student will attend library media 

class, as we explore different types of literature and do a “deep dive” into the 

search for information from books and online sources! They will enjoy read-

aloud stories, and get a chance to check out books! Kindergarteners and 1st 

Graders will be able to check out 1 book, 2nd – 4th graders take home 2, and 5th 

graders have the ability to check out 3!  
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October Lesson Focus – Digital Citizenship 

 
In October, our library units continue to focus on Digital Citizenship! These are 

the skills your student will need to navigate the online world in which we live. 

Topics like balancing your time with media, the digital footprint you leave 

behind when you go online, and proper digital behavior and etiquette are just a 

few of the topics we are covering!  

 

EBOOKS!!! READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 
What are ebooks? They are books you can read and check out on your computer 

right from BCPSOne!!! They have features like an on-screen reader, electronic 

bookmarks, and even the ability to take notes. Thanks to the generosity of the 

Follett Corporation, we were gifted $935 for an ebook online order at the end of 

last year! Here is a video and link to help you get started with how to check out 

and enjoy the features of ebooks! 

Here is a direct link to the Library site! 

https://baltimore.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas007_19

93744 

Here is a video showing you how to navigate from clicking the above link to get to 

Ebooks and how to use the features! 

     

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZ1RU2SFNBE&t=30s 
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STAYING IN TOUCH 

 
Remember, if you have any questions, or need to contact me for any reason, 

you can email me at pholden@bcps.org!  

 

Let’s swim into a great year together!!!! 
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 Wow, we are entering October already! We had a great month of 

September. Students K through 5th grade experienced the sport of Table 

Tennis through independent and small group activities that reinforce skills 

needed for this net game. Students in grades 4 and 5 wrapped up the unit 

with an optional Table Tennis Tournament. Grades K-3 finished the unit with 

a variety of table games that reinforce skills related to Table Tennis.  

 As we enter October and November, we will be outside as long as the 

weather cooperates, please have your child bring a sweatshirt or light jacket 

on P.E. days. Another reminder students should wear tennis shoes and bring 

water bottle, hair pulled back/up to not interfere with vision and wear 

comfortable clothing for climbing, tumbling and moving each day they have 

P.E. Also, please make sure that shoes fit properly and have good traction.   

During recess wearing flips flops, Crocs and open-toed shoes are not 

recommended for the playground equipment.  

  Upcoming Events 

• Dancing through the Decades (5th grade)-Jan. 31, 2022-Feb. 4 

• R.F.E.S. Winter Olympics- February 2022 

• Jump Rope for Heart February 2022 

• Movement Education Equipment   

 April 2022 

• Dancing through the Decades (5th grade)-Jan. 31, 2022-Feb. 4 

• Sports Day   

 June 2, 2022- grades K,1,2    

 June 3, 2022- grades 3,4,5 

 

DON’T FORGET!!! 
Please continue to submit the Coke Rewards Points from product like Dasani 

Water, POWERADE and other Coke products at 

 https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/.  

These points will allow our Physical Education Department to earn new 

equipment. Thanks for your support!  

 

 
 

Have a healthy and active fall! 

     Mrs. Celenza 
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  Instrumental lessons for 5th graders have begun! 

This month, students are learning how to assemble 

their instruments, sit in “Musician Position,” and 

make their first sounds! They are taking their first 

steps in the lifelong process of music-making. 

 

In 4th grade Exploratory Music Class, students have 

been exploring “The Science of Sound” by learning 

about vibration, frequency, and pitch. Students have 

created their very own pan flutes! In our next unit, we 

will be learning about the family of instruments called 

“Percussion.” 

 

- Ms. Dickerson 

Instrumental Music 

 
 

SHOW AND TELL  
Fourth graders have been bringing in instruments to share 

their talents with the Exploratory Music Class! If your child is 

interested in participating, please contact Ms. Dickerson. 

adickerson3@bcps.org    
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Musical Greetings, 

 

We have been busy singing and making music.  We are exploring vibration, beat, rhythm 

and opposites in our music.  

 

We celebrated Pinwheels For Peace with our Teaching Peace song and sharing thoughts 

about kindness with each grade level outside on a beautiful September Friday. 

 

Chorus Club will be starting in mid-October.  Third grade parents be looking for 

information about this before school club.  We do have a limit of 24. 

 

If you haven’t done so yet consider downloading the free Box Tops for Education app and 

scan your receipts to earn money for the RFES music program. 

 

Let me know if you have any questions.  

 

Sing-cerely, 

Mrs. Lisa Tierney 

 ltierney@bcps.org 
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IS COMING IN OCTOBER 
 
 

 

Any day can be a Box Tops day! 
 

Our music department and all Rodgers Forge students benefit from the Box 

Tops program.  This year we will be using our funds for new xylophones, bell 

sets, and ukulele music! 

Download the free Box Tops app and scan your receipts from the grocery 

store, Target and Walmart…wherever you buy Box Tops products!  

Click the link below for more information!    

 

https://www.boxtops4education.com/en/How%20To%20Earn   
 

 Keep collecting!  

 



PAGE 22 
 RODGERS FORGE CHRONICLES 

VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1  

 

 

 

 

News          

In the Art Room! 

RFES students participated in their Pinwheels for 

Peace Parade.  This is an annual tradition here at 

RFES in which the students get the opportunity to 

share with their friends, family and community 

what “peace” means to them.   

As we continue into October, young artists are 

“DIVING IN” to their first art compositions! They’re 

looking “fin-tastic!” 

Grade 5 students are learning all about the Koi fish 

as they create their own Koi Fish Compositions using 

multi-media.  

Grades 3 and 4 students are discovering the history 

and art techniques to Japanese Gyotaku Fish Prints.  

We are also learning about Ocean Habitats as they 

create a variety of aquatic sea life in their Ocean 

Habitats. 

The “theme” of Earth’s Ocean continues in grades 1 

and 2 as they learn all about Jellyfish, sculpture,  
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painting and patterns while creating their own Jelly 

Fish Sculptures!  Kindergarten artists are 

discovering how different art media mix (or don’t 

mix) as they work with the wax-resist art tech 

nique to create their Rainbow Fish. 
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The 2021 Halloween Parade  
The Halloween Parade, a treasured tradition in the Rodgers Forge community is back! The 

event will take place this year on Friday, October 29th beginning at 9:15.  Students should 

WEAR their costume to school that day since the parade will take place in the morning, 

right after the announcements. Since school will be open all day students are encouraged to 

bring a change of clothes to be more comfortable after the parade. Masks and social 

distancing will be required during the outside parade. 

 

The parade route will start at the hard court; then, students will walk to Stevenson Lane, 

turn right onto Old Trail, right on Heathfield, another right onto Dumbarton, and end in 

front of the school.  We hope many parents/guardians will line the parade route to enjoy 

the little ghosts and goblins as they parade along. 

 

Since we are leaving the school grounds, parent permission is necessary.  Students may not 

participate in the parade without a permission slip.  Classroom teachers, parents, 

administrators, and staff members will join the parade to supervise the students.  If 

parents do not want their children to participate in the Halloween Parade, they will remain 

at school for a fun fall activity with a teacher.   

 

Please review the following guidelines when choosing a costume with your child for the 

school Halloween Parade:  

  

 "Look- alike" weapons will not be allowed, since this would violate BCPS Behavior 

Policy.  Non-violent characters would be more suitable to the elementary age child. 

 

Heavy make-up should be saved for trick or treating in the evening and is not 

appropriate for the school parade.   

 

Make sure that your child is able to walk safely in their costume.  Re-consider using 

Halloween masks that may hinder your child’s ability to see when walking along the parade 

route. Scary masks may frighten young children and are not appropriate for a school parade. 

 

CHECK, SIGN AND RETURN TO YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER 

 
Student: _____________________________________________________ 

Grade: _________   Homeroom Teacher: ______________________________ 

 

____________My child may participate in the Halloween Parade on October 29th  

 

____________I would prefer that my child remain at school and participate in a fun fall 

activity with a teacher.   

 

 

Parent’s Signature:   _________________________Date:  ___________________ 


